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TRIBUTE TO THE LEGISLATIVE 
COUNSEL 

HON. PAUL D. RYAN 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 6, 2016 

Mr. RYAN of Wisconsin. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to thank our legislative counsel for all 
their help over the past few weeks, starting 
with Sandra Strokoff and Ed Grossman. 

I also want to thank all the senior and as-
sistant counsels for their hard work: Tom Cas-
sidy, Ryan Greenlaw, and Justin Gross on ap-
propriations; Henry Christrup, Wade Ballou, 
and Scott Probst on taxes; Paul Callen, Mar-
shall Barksdale, and Veena Srinivasa on 
housing and financial services; Hallet 
Brazelton, Megan Chasnoff, and Susan 
Fleishman on the 9/11 VCF and immigration; 
Jessica Shapiro, Warren Burke, Ed Grossman, 
Jesse Cross, and Michelle Vanek on the WTC 
health program; Tom Cassidy and Bob 
Weinhagen on budget; Justin Gross and Lucy 
Goss on Social Security; Hank Savage and 
Lisa Daly on Oceans, coastal security, and 
land and water conservation; and Tony 
Sciascia, Hadley Ross, and Mat Eckstein on 
intelligence and cybersecurity. 

Then there are the drafters who worked 
nights and weekends to produce all the other 
major legislation: Curt Haensel, Rosemary 
Gallagher, Tom Dillon, Karen Anderson, Tim 
Brown, Kakuti Lin, Sally Walker, Brady Young, 
and Chris Osborne on the highway bill; Sherry 
Chriss, Greg Kostka, Hadley Ross, Tony 
Sciascia, and Mark Synnes on the defense 
bill; Susan Fleishman, Anna Shpak, and 
Brendan Gallagher on the education bill; and 
Sandy Strokoff, Mark Synnes, and Mat 
Eckstein on trade and customs bills. Thanks 
also to Doug Bellis, Jean Harmann, Jim 
Grossman, Noah Wofsy, and Alison Hartwich 
for their work drafting other legislation. 

Finally, I want to thank all the office’s sup-
port staff: Nancy McNeillie, Debby Birch, Kelly 
Meryweather, Elonda Rich, Tomas Contreras, 
Miekl Joyner, Ashley Anderson, Joe Birch, 
Angelina Patton, Craig Sterkx, Tom 
Meryweather, Matthew Loggie, Willie Blount, 
Peter Szwec, and David Topper, and GPO 
detailees Mel Gilbert, Theresa Harris, Toni 
King, and Preble Marmion. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE 2016 CON-
GRESS-BUNDESTAG/BUNDESRAT 
EXCHANGE 

HON. PAUL D. RYAN 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 6, 2016 

Mr. RYAN of Wisconsin. Mr. Speaker, since 
1983, the U.S. Congress and the German 
Bundestag and Bundesrat have conducted an 
annual exchange program for staff members 
from both countries. The program gives pro-

fessional staff the opportunity to observe and 
learn about each other’s political institutions 
and interact on issues of mutual interest. 

A staff delegation from the U.S. Congress 
will be selected to visit Germany for ten days 
from Friday, May 27–Sunday, June 5, 2016. 
During this ten day exchange, the delegation 
will attend meetings with Bundestag/Bundesrat 
Members, Bundestag and Bundesrat party 
staff members, and representatives of numer-
ous political, business, academic, and media 
agencies. 

A comparable delegation of German staff 
members will visit the United States for ten 
days from Saturday, April 16–Sunday, April 
24, 2016. They will attend similar meetings 
here in Washington. 

The Congress-Bundestag/Bundesrat Ex-
change is highly regarded in Germany and the 
United States, and is one of several exchange 
programs sponsored by public and private in-
stitutions in the United States and Germany to 
foster better understanding of the politics and 
policies of both countries. This exchange is 
funded by the U.S. Department of State’s Bu-
reau of Educational and Cultural Affairs. 

The U.S. delegation should consist of expe-
rienced and accomplished Hill staff who can 
contribute to the success of the exchange on 
both sides of the Atlantic. The Bundestag re-
ciprocates by sending senior staff profes-
sionals to the United States. 

Applicants should have a demonstrable in-
terest in events in Europe. Applicants need 
not be working in the field of foreign affairs, al-
though such a background can be helpful. The 
composite U.S. delegation should exhibit a 
range of expertise in issues of mutual concern 
to the United States and Germany such as, 
but not limited to, trade, security, the environ-
ment, economic development, health care, 
and other social policy issues. This year’s del-
egation should be familiar with transatlantic re-
lations within the context of recent world 
events. 

Please note that the U.S. participants are 
expected to plan and implement the meetings 
and program for the Bundestag/Bundesrat 
staff members when they visit the United 
States. 

Participants are selected by a committee 
composed of personnel from the Bureau of 
Educational and Cultural Affairs of the Depart-
ment of State and past participants of the ex-
change. 

Members of the House and Senate who 
would like a member of their staff to apply for 
participation in this year’s program should di-
rect them to submit a résumé and cover letter 
in which they state their qualifications, the 
contributions they can make to a successful 
program and some assurances of their ability 
to participate during the time stated. 

Applications should be sent to the Office of 
Interparliamentary Affairs, HC–4, the Capitol, 
by 5 p.m. on Friday, February 26, 2016. 

RECOGNIZING NORTHWEST INDI-
ANA’S NEWLY NATURALIZED 
CITIZENS 

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, January 6, 2016 

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is with 
great pleasure and sincerity that I take this 
time to congratulate thirty individuals who will 
take their oath of citizenship on Friday, Janu-
ary 8, 2016. This memorable occasion, which 
will be presided over by Magistrate Judge 
Paul R. Cherry, will be held at the United 
States Courthouse and Federal Building in 
Hammond, Indiana. 

America is a country founded by immi-
grants. From its beginning, settlers have come 
from countries around the world to the United 
States in search of better lives for their fami-
lies. Oath ceremonies are a shining example 
of what is so great about the United States of 
America—that people from all over the world 
can come together and unite as members of 
a free, democratic nation. These individuals 
realize that nowhere else in the world offers a 
better opportunity for success than here in 
America. 

On January 8, 2016, the following people, 
representing many nations throughout the 
world, will take their oaths of citizenship in 
Hammond, Indiana: Husamuldeen Abdulhadi 
Abdulameer, Alaa Husamuldeen Abdulhadi, 
Cynthia Chinonso Chijioke, Andrea Conces, 
Carlos Delgado Rubalcava, Alberto Lopez, 
Nada Mandic, Albino Akon Ibrahim Akon, 
Shireen Ahmed Amouri, Claudia Boyd, Maria 
Kisselle Aguilar Corey, Alfredo Salomon Esper 
Cure, Juan Camilo Esper Rios, Natalia Esper 
Rios, Nidia Esperanza Esper, Angelica Garcia, 
Ken Guo, Lucas Yang Hong, Asha Thomas 
Mathew, Miguel Meza, Juan Mora, Emmanuel 
Nicholas Kwame Opuni, Ernesto Honorio Or-
tega, Jaime Roman, Mido Chunru Song, Anto-
nio Tapia, Rezan Tecle, Jessie Tom, Guada-
lupe Carmen Trevino, and Rose Ntaki White. 

Although each individual has sought to be-
come a citizen of the United States for his or 
her own reasons, be it for education, occupa-
tion, or to offer their loved ones better lives, 
each is inspired by the fact that the United 
States of America is, as Abraham Lincoln de-
scribed it, a country ‘‘. . . of the people, by the 
people, and for the people.’’ They realize that 
the United States is truly a free nation. By 
seeking American citizenship, they have made 
the decision that they want to live in a place 
where, as guaranteed by the First Amendment 
of the Constitution, they can practice religion 
as they choose, speak their minds without fear 
of punishment, and assemble in peaceful pro-
test should they choose to do so. 

Mr. Speaker, I respectfully ask you and my 
other distinguished colleagues to join me in 
congratulating these individuals who will be-
come citizens of the United States of America 
on January 8, 2016. They, too, are American 
citizens, and they, too, are guaranteed the in-
alienable rights to life, liberty, and the pursuit 
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of happiness. We, as a free and democratic 
nation, congratulate them and welcome them. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF DANTE J. 
ZAMBRINI 

HON. TIM RYAN 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 6, 2016 

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the memory of Dante J. Zambrini, 
former superintendent of Canfield Schools and 
interim vice president of Eastern Gateway 
Community College. 

Dante was born April 12, 1954, in Youngs-
town, Ohio. He was the son of Joseph A. and 
Ann (Peters) Zambrini. The son of an immi-
grant father, Dante was very proud of his 
Italian heritage and spoke fluent Italian. 

A graduate of Ursuline High School, he later 
earned his Bachelor’s and Master’s Degrees 
in Education and Administration from Youngs-
town State University, and devoted his life to 
education in our Valley. He served as super-
intendent of Canfield Schools, retiring in 2012, 
and then assumed the position of interim vice 
president of Eastern Gateway Community Col-
lege. 

Dante is remembered as a wonderful man 
who always put his students’ needs before his 
own. In every position he served during his 
career, he was respected by all and served as 
a fine example of educational excellence. 

Professionally, he was a member of the 
Buckeye Association of School Administrators, 
Mahoning County Association of Elementary 
School Administrators, Association of Super-
vision and Curriculum Development, and 
served as the director of the Associated 
Schools Employees Credit Union and Phi 
Delta Kappa. 

Always active in the community, Mr. 
Zambrini was a member of the Rotary Club of 
Canfield where he served as president from 
2010 to 2011, vice president from 2009 to 
2010, and was a three-time recipient of the 
Rotary International Paul Harris Fellow Rec-
ognition. 

He was a member of the Canfield Historical 
Society, where he served two terms as a di-
rector, Friends of Riverside Gardens, Canfield 
Community Club, lifetime member of the 
Youngstown State University Alumni Associa-
tion, served as a trustee of the James and 
Coralie Centofanti Foundation and served on 
the Canfield steering committee for the new 
Canfield Library. 

Dante is survived by his cousins, Dominic 
(Georgette) Peters, Thomas (Lucy) Peters, 
Eugene (Diane) Marra, Frank (Karen) Marra, 
James Peters, Donna (Walt) Chmielewski, 
Norma (Gerald) Vrabel, Patty (Thomas) Halas, 
Jean (Gerald) Vrabel, Debbie Rose, Annie 
Marra, Michael (Stacey) Durkin, Tim (Jill) 
Durkin and others including Polly Marsh; and 
his neighbor and dear friend, Joyce (Loran) 
Brooks, whom he considered a second moth-
er. 

There is no doubt that the fabric of the 
Mahoning Valley community was strengthened 
by Dante’s lifelong work in education, and his 
steady commitment to community service. His 
influence will be missed, but I join with the rest 
of Northeast Ohio in grateful thanks for his 
many years of contributions to our community. 

RECOGNIZING SIMMONS COLLEGE 
ON BECOMING OUR NATION’S 
107TH HBCU 

HON. JOHN A. YARMUTH 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 6, 2016 

Mr. YARMUTH. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to 
honor and congratulate Simmons College of 
Kentucky on officially becoming recognized as 
our nation’s 107th Historically Black College 
and University. One hundred and fifty years 
ago, members of twelve Black Baptist Church-
es met in Louisville to discuss the need for a 
school that would allow Black students to pur-
sue a college degree. After years of planning 
and consideration, they decided that this 
school should be located at the corner of 8th 
and Kentucky in Louisville, where they pur-
chased four acres of land and continued work-
ing to make their dream a reality. Originally 
founded as the Kentucky Normal Theological 
Institute, it was under the leadership of Dr. 
W.J. Simmons that the school became a full 
university, growing in both size and oppor-
tunity, and would eventually be renamed in his 
honor. 

Today, Simmons College continues to make 
a positive impact in our city and throughout 
Kentucky. The faith that inspired this institution 
to persevere throughout the years is now 
stronger than ever, and the hundreds of stu-
dents who are currently enrolled are con-
tinuing the school’s proud tradition as the 
birthplace of Black higher education in Louis-
ville. As the school’s motto so accurately 
states, Simmons College has been ‘‘dedicated 
to educational excellence since 1879,’’ and I 
extend my most sincere congratulations to 
their President, Dr. Kevin W. Cosby, his stu-
dents, and the entire Simmons community. Go 
Simmons Nation. 

f 

IN HONOR OF DOLORES EATON 

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 6, 2016 

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
celebrate the life, legacy, and work of Dolores 
Eaton; who was a well known resident of Har-
lem. Dolores was not only a beloved Mother 
and Grandmother but she was also an artist, 
activist, and a longtime community figure. 

It is well known to those in good spirit that 
sunrises are filled with color and beauty; they 
light up and bring warmth to the land. There 
cannot be a more accurate description of Do-
lores Eaton that captures the life she lived. 

Dolores was born in Harlem, New York to 
Mrs. Rovena Hodge and Edward Rubin. Dolo-
res, who was an only child, was raised with 
her two first cousins Mattie and Madeline and 
was lovingly nurtured by her Aunt Naomi and 
Cousin Lottie. True to the old custom of Black 
Families who supported their transitioning fam-
ily members from the south to the north; they 
all lived together in Harlem. The family roots 
hailed from Sumter, South Carolina, which is 
not only the birthplace of this magnificent fam-
ily but is also unfortunately known as the 
home of the Ku Klux Klan, and where the Civil 
War began. 

Dolores was baptized at Mount Zion Lu-
theran Church under the leadership of the 
founders, Pastor and Mrs. Clemonce 
Sabourin. She also attended the church’s fa-
mous School on the Hill, which sits across 
from the historic Convent Avenue Baptist 
Church. After graduating from elementary 
school, Dolores was accepted into the then 
prestigious George Washington High School. 
There Dolores studied dance, drama and the 
cello. In 1955, Dolores joined the Penthouse 
Dance and Drama Theater, located at 21 
West 145th Street, which at the time was 
under the leadership of Sheldon B. Hoskins, to 
follow her dream to pursue a career in theater. 

Dolores was smitten by a tall handsome 
man, Donald H. Eaton, Jr., mechanical engi-
neer. They were married in 1957 at Mount 
Zion Lutheran Church. Their beautiful wedding 
was catered by the famous Katz’s deli-
catessen. They began to raise their family at 
the Colonial Park Houses, now known as the 
Ralph J. Rangel Houses. The Eaton’s became 
very well known in Harlem and beyond. The 
couple gave birth to Donald H. Eaton, III in 
1957 and then to Geoffrey Eric Eaton in 1958. 

After Geoffrey was born, Dolores began her 
own career at Mutual of New York Life Insur-
ance (MONY) in mid-town Manhattan. Dolores 
was not only very smart but a truly beautiful 
woman as well, and so she also began a ca-
reer in modeling. Dolores’s beloved mother, 
Rovena was a seamstress at a coat factory on 
Delancey Street. Rovena was a gifted artist 
with a pair of scissors, a threaded needle and 
sewing machine. She hand-made all of 
Dolores’s attractive business suits and attire. 
Dolores was easily always the apple in every 
man’s eyes. 

As you can imagine, raising two active boys 
was no easy task, especially during the early 
days of the Black Revolution up North and the 
Civil Rights Movement down South. But, none-
theless, Dolores’s perseverance, dedication, 
and strong maternal instincts gave well de-
served success: her eldest son Donald is an 
outstanding musician, a tenured percussion 
teacher at the renowned Harlem School of the 
Arts, a member of The Last Poets, arranger 
and composer for Arthur Mitchell’s Dance The-
atre of Harlem and Yoruba philosopher. Her 
youngest son Geoffrey is my top aide, Presi-
dent of the NAACP Mid-Manhattan Branch, 
and chair of the Uptown Dance Academy, 
while serving on the executive board of Har-
lem Arts Alliance. 

After retiring from MONY, Dolores served as 
district director for the late Harlem 
Assemblywoman, the Honorable Geraldine 
Daniels; where she worked hard to help to 
make history by electing the first African 
American Mayor of New York City, the Honor-
able David Dinkins. In 1990 she helped to 
make history again, by working hard to bring 
South Africa’s first black president, Hon. Nel-
son Mandela to African Square on W. 125th 
Street during HARLEM WEEK. In 1994 she 
joined the staff of the first elected public advo-
cate, the Honorable Mark Green. Dolores con-
tinued to serve public advocate Green, and 
public advocate Betsy Gotbaum as Director of 
Ombudsman Services until Dee’s retirement in 
2009. Dolores served as vice president of the 
Harlem Canaan House Tenant’s Association, 
where, along with her son, Geoffrey and 
Cristal Johnson she advocated for and worked 
with management and it’s residents to keep 
the building affordable and functioning at the 
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highest level for all residents. She was a fierce 
fighter, brilliant advocate and hero to all of the 
tenants. 

Dolores also volunteered her services to 
support the political goals, missions and aspi-
rations of Honorable Lloyd E. Dickens, NYS 
Assemblyman and business icon, Honorable 
Basil A. Paterson, NYS Senator and NY State 
Secretary of State and she was to the end 
also a strong supporter of NYS Assemblyman 
Keith L. T. Wright. 

What many may not know about Dolores, 
was that she was a founding member of an 
elite group of activists—Blackfrica Promotions, 
a group, which was formed under the leader-
ship of the late and great Percy E. Sutton 
alongside Lloyd Williams, Joseph Roberts, 
Marvin Kelly, Larry Frasier, Tony Rogers, 
Stephanie Francis, Voza Rivers, Jacques 
DeGraff, Gilbert Paschall, III, Andy Reddick, 
DiAnne Henderson and her very best friend 
and sister, Grace Williams. This group was the 
foundation for HARLEM WEEK and went a 
long way to reverse the negative trend and im-
ages that Harlem had in the early 70s, 80s, 
and 90s. One of Dolores favorite Blackfrica 
quotes was ‘‘Learning is the beginning of 
wealth. Learning is the beginning of health. 
Learning is the beginning of spirituality. 
Searching and learning is where the miracle 
process begins.’’ 

Dolores was also a founding charter mem-
ber of the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Demo-
cratic Club, where she worked diligently for 
the elections of H. Carl McCall for State Sen-
ate, David N. Dinkins for Manhattan Borough 
President and Percy E. Sutton for Mayor. 

Dolores truly loved to travel and had great 
fun on her numerous trips, with her family and 
the members of Blackfrica Promotions, visited 
Europe, the Caribbean, Africa, Asia, Canada, 
Brazil, Latin & South America and many states 
and cities throughout the USA. 

Dolores leaves to mourn her beloved sons, 
Donald and Geoffrey; her daughter Allyson; 
her beloved grandsons Geoffrey, Jr. and Geof-
frey, III; her nephew Russell Eaton Jr.; daugh-
ters-in-law, Melanie, Cheryl and Reiko; her 
matriarch cousins Eleanor Holmes and Lulu 
Scott; first cousins Madeline Williams, Michael, 
Ginger, Laura Ceasar, William and Craig 
Spooner, Edward, Mark, Jessica Hodge, Iris 
Mack, Cathy and Thomasina Holmes and Otis 
Cruse; a host of cousins that hail from the 
north, the south and the west coast too nu-
merous to name; many more family members; 
a host of dear friends, neighbors, Donald 
Eaton, Sr., the father of her sons, and many 
beautiful memories. 

Dee now joins with John ‘‘Smitty’’ Smith, her 
longtime companion who preceded her in 
death. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you and my distin-
guished colleagues join me in recognizing Do-
lores Eaton, Sunsets always bring the night 
and new lights arise with the stars—with this 
comes new beginnings and we know that this 
mother, grandmother, aunt, cousin and friend, 
Dolores Eaton, is up there as one of the new 
and brightest stars in the sky. 

CELEBRATING THE 100TH BIRTH-
DAY OF MRS. MAMIE WILLIAMS 

HON. MAXINE WATERS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 6, 2016 

Ms. MAXINE WATERS of California. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to recognize the 100th 
birthday of Mrs. Mamie Williams. I join her 
family members and friends who gather on 
January 9, 2016, in Los Angeles, CA to com-
memorate this special day. 

Mamie Williams was born January 6, 1916, 
in Indianapolis, Indiana to Eugene and Helen 
Dedmon. She graduated from Crispus Attucks 
High School in 1933 and married Lefred Wil-
liams that same year. Mamie Williams was a 
woman of many talents and giftings. She was 
an accomplished pianist and her musical tal-
ent became well known throughout the com-
munity. She was also a gifted seamstress with 
an eye for fashion, as she made many of her 
family’s clothes. She began her journey of be-
coming the Mother of 13 children in Indianap-
olis with the birth of her first son in 1934. In 
1951, the Williams clan moved to Beaumont, 
California and finally to the greater Los Ange-
les area where the family resides today. 

Throughout her life, Mamie has been a de-
voted wife and mother who has always been 
there for her family. Perseverance, hard work, 
love and respect were just a few of the many 
lessons taught to those who have known her. 
In addition to being a Homemaker, Mamie was 
a member of several service organizations 
such as the Delta Mothers and the American 
Business Women Association. She also 
served 30 years as a volunteer for the Demo-
cratic Party where she worked at local polling 
places on voting day. 

Mamie was a member of the Women’s Club 
at Washington Memorial Church where her 
husband served as a Bishop. Along with the 
rest of her family, she later became a member 
of the United Church of Religious Science in 
Los Angeles and was a graduate of the inau-
gural Science of Mind class taught by Dr. 
Hornaday. 

Mamie worked side by side for many years 
with her husband Lefred in the family owned 
business Youth Town Furniture & Appliances, 
started in 1969 on Crenshaw Blvd. in Los An-
geles. The store became a staple in the local 
community until Lefred’s retirement in 1985, 
and ultimate passing in 1987. 

Today Mamie’s legacy includes 11 surviving 
children, 7 sons and daughters-in-law, 24 
grandchildren, and 17 great-grandchildren. 
Mamie has led an outstanding life, highlighted 
by her love of family and service to her com-
munity. I wish her many more years of health 
and happiness. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE DISTRICT 
OF COLUMBIA HOME RULE 
CLEMENCY ACT OF 2016 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 6, 2016 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, today, I intro-
duce the District of Columbia Home Rule 
Clemency Act of 2016, a bill that would give 

the District of Columbia exclusive authority, 
like states, to grant clemency to offenders 
prosecuted under its local laws. 

While D.C. law appears to give the mayor 
authority to grant clemency (D.C. Code 1– 
301.76), it is currently the opinion of the De-
partment of Justice that the President, and not 
the Mayor, has the authority to issue clemency 
for most local offenses prosecuted under D.C. 
law, particularly felonies prosecuted by the 
U.S. Attorney in the D.C. Superior Court. 
Under current practice, clemency petitions for 
D.C. convictions, like federal convictions, are 
submitted to the DOJ for the President’s con-
sideration. 

Whether or not the DOJ’s view is correct, 
my bill would remove all doubt that the Dis-
trict, and not the President, has the authority 
to issue executive clemency. The District, like 
states, should have full control of its local 
criminal justice system, the most basic respon-
sibility of local government. Since the D.C. 
Council has the authority to enact local laws, 
District officials are in the best position to 
grant clemency for local law convictions. My 
bill would provide all clemency authority not 
currently reserved to the Mayor under D.C. 
Code 1–301.76 to the District government and 
would give D.C. the discretion to establish its 
own clemency system. 

This bill is an important step in establishing 
further autonomy for the District in its own 
local affairs. I urge my colleagues to support 
this measure. 

f 

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL 
DEBT 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 6, 2016 

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January 
20, 2009, the day President Obama took of-
fice, the national debt was 
$10,626,877,048,913.08. 

Today, it is $18,900,932,690,017.04. We’ve 
added $8,274,055,641,103.96 to our debt in 7 
years. This is over $8 trillion in debt our na-
tion, our economy, and our children could 
have avoided with a balanced budget amend-
ment. 

f 

CONFERENCE REPORT FOR THE 
TRADE FACILITATION AND 
TRADE ENFORCEMENT ACT OF 
2015 

HON. JOHN C. CARNEY, JR. 
OF DELAWARE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 6, 2016 

Mr. CARNEY. Mr. Speaker, I submit this 
statement regarding House passage of the 
Conference Report for the Trade Facilitation 
and Trade Enforcement Act of 2015. Histori-
cally, legislation addressing customs proce-
dures and import security has enjoyed bipar-
tisan support. Even when this legislation, also 
known as the Customs Bill, emerged from the 
Senate, the new bill included language that 
was supported by a wide range of stake-
holders. 

This legislation authorizes the U.S. Customs 
and Border Protection for the first time since 
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it was created in 2002. Our rapidly evolving 
economy requires robust and adaptable trade 
enforcement, and I’m glad this legislation 
strengthens our Customs and Border Protec-
tion’s ability to fulfill this duty. Without these 
tools in place we would not be able to meet 
the demands of our growing global economy. 
This legislation contains important provisions 
that will enhance and improve our customs 
procedures and duty laws. Our outdated cus-
toms and border policies would be improved 
by streamlining rules to stop importers from 
dodging U.S. antidumping and countervailing 
duties while adding new protections for intel-
lectual property. 

That being said, while leaders from across 
the globe were negotiating the largest climate 
agreement in history, Congress was debating 
a bill that intentionally bypassed our nation’s 
ability to address climate change. This legisla-
tion provided an opportunity for us to strength-
en our commitment to combatting climate 
change and to hold other nations accountable 
for their actions—but we let that opportunity 
slide. Congress cannot continue to pass the 
buck on this issue, and we should use agree-
ments such as this to hold our trade partners 
to higher standards. That is why I voted 
against this legislation, and I urge my col-
leagues to address these issues. If we do not 
act now, we set a dangerous precedent for fu-
ture agreements. 

f 

HONORING CHUCK SEEMAN FOR 
HIS LEADERSHIP AT UCFS 

HON. JOE COURTNEY 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, January 6, 2016 

Mr. COURTNEY. Mr. Speaker, today I rise 
to thank Mr. Chuck Seeman, President and 
CEO of United Children and Family Services 
(UCFS) in Norwich, Connecticut for his 20 
years of transformative leadership in eastern 
Connecticut. While Chuck has held command 
of UCFS, he has strengthened the organiza-
tion’s financial stability and has expanded 
services to make UCFS an exemplary commu-
nity health organization serving the Norwich 
region and beyond. 

This year, to celebrate National Health Cen-
ter Week, UCFS displayed a flag on the Nor-
wich town green for every client they have 
served in the past year. The green was cov-
ered with 17,000 flags—a visual reminder of 
the impact that this organization has on our 
community, and a testament to Chuck’s lead-
ership. That same day, I was pleased to an-
nounce that after years of hard work on the 
part of Chuck and his staff, UCFS had re-
ceived ‘‘federally qualified status’’ that will 
allow them to expand and enhance the excel-
lent medical, dental, behavioral, and eldercare 
services to their patients. This announcement 
was the culmination of nearly five years of ad-
vocacy, and will mean that UCFS will thrive 
and grow for decades to come. 

As Chuck retires from his position as CEO 
this month, I can confidently say that his inno-
vative leadership style, dedication, and drive 
have made a world of difference for families in 
eastern Connecticut. I am honored to have 
worked with Chuck to advocate for improved 
access to healthcare for our neighbors and I 
thank him for his steadfast commitment and 
vision. 

Beyond his laudable contributions to his 
community’s health and wellness, Chuck has 
been an approachable and friendly leader, be-
loved by the many hundreds of UCFS employ-
ees. Although I anticipate that Chuck will con-
tinue to contribute to his Connecticut commu-
nity after leaving his current position, I ask my 
colleagues to join me in wishing him a restful 
retirement, and offering a big thank you for his 
decades of work advocating for community 
health in eastern Connecticut. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. CHELLIE PINGREE 
OF MAINE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 6, 2016 

Ms. PINGREE. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall No. 
1, I was unable to record my presence. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF ERNIE 
GLAVE 

HON. ZOE LOFGREN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 6, 2016 

Ms. LOFGREN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
with my colleagues MIKE HONDA and ANNA 
ESHOO to honor an important member of our 
community, Mr. Ernie Glave, who passed 
away on December 22, 2015. Ernie will be re-
membered for his dedication to San Jose as 
both a businessman and to the public, espe-
cially veterans. 

Ernie proudly ran his downtown jewelry 
shop for over 30 years and was widely known 
for his exceptional work ethic. Even during the 
economic recession, while many stores fled to 
the suburbs or shut down completely, Ernie 
worked 6 days a week with remarkable enthu-
siasm and professionalism. He also took pride 
in downtown San Jose and was known as a 
leader in the Small Businessman’s Associa-
tion. 

An Army World War II veteran, Ernie was 
also a passionate advocate for veterans. He 
worked hard to keep the San Jose Veterans 
Day Parade as one of the largest military pag-
eants in the Western United States. Dedicated 
to the United Veterans Council, Ernie often 
spoke at local veterans events and com-
mended their unbreakable bond and commit-
ment to country. When we commemorate Me-
morial Day at Oak Hill Memorial Park every 
year, Ernie was always there, always working, 
always caring. 

Today, we honor the life of Ernie Glave. 
Ernie’s commitment to his country and com-
munity can only be matched with the strength 
of his hallmark vise grip. We thank him for his 
contributions to San Jose and join his loved 
ones in celebrating his incredible life. He will 
be deeply missed. 

IN HONOR OF THE LEGACY OF 
LATE HARRIS COUNTY COMMIS-
SIONER EL FRANCO LEE 

HON. AL GREEN 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, January 6, 2016 

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
today, I would like to honor the memory of a 
noble public servant and trailblazer: Harris 
County Commissioner El Franco Lee. Elected 
in 1985, after serving in the Texas House of 
Representatives for five years, Commissioner 
Lee became the first African American to sit 
on the Harris County Commissioners Court. 
He selflessly served Harris County’s Precinct 
1 for more than a quarter-century with excep-
tional distinction. 

Commissioner Lee was not just a holder of 
public trust but a pioneer and community lead-
er. He used his compassion and experience to 
boldly advocate for his constituents and the 
betterment of his community. Commissioner 
Lee will be specifically remembered for his im-
passioned advocacy for better healthcare ac-
cess and educational opportunities throughout 
the inner city, as well as his support for the 
Harris County Precinct One Street Olympics 
Program. 

Mr. Speaker, I am fortunate enough to say 
that I knew and worked alongside Commis-
sioner Lee. I believe that when history records 
the legacy of Commissioner Lee, he will be 
forever remembered for his caring and candid 
demeanor as he worked to serve his constitu-
ents, his county, as well as his country. 

f 

UNIVERSITY OF HOUSTON DE-
FEATS FLORIDA STATE AND 
WINS THE PEACH BOWL 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, January 6, 2016 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, a few 
weeks ago I spoke on the House floor about 
the brilliant season the Houston Cougars and 
their coach, Tom Herman, experienced this 
year. In that speech I mentioned how the Cou-
gars had a huge fight coming up on New 
Year’s Eve against the traditional blue-blood, 
powerhouse Florida State Seminoles. Well, 
December 31st and 2015 have come and 
gone, and the Houston Cougars finished the 
year 13–1 with a 38–24 victory over the Semi-
noles in the Peach Bowl. 

Coach Tom Herman may be known as an 
offensive innovator, but this team fought hard 
on both sides of the ball. The Cougars’ fast- 
moving and hard-hitting defense rattled Florida 
State’s offense, while their quick-paced and 
prolific offense sped past the Seminoles’ de-
fense. Folks, this game was one for the ages 
and solidified this season as one of the great-
est in Cougar history. There can’t be enough 
said about the resiliency and fight this team 
showed all year. I’m proud to call myself an 
alumnus and a Houston Cougar for life. 

The Houston Cougars woke up for the first 
time in 2016 as Peach Bowl champions and 
proved to the doubters that they could play 
with anybody in the country. 2015 started in 
uncertainty for the program: they were break-
ing in a new coach, a new system, and in their 
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second year of a new football stadium. But as 
2016 gets rolling, the only uncertainty for the 
Cougars now is where to place all the trophies 
they collected this year. 

And that’s just the way it is. 

SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

Title IV of Senate Resolution 4, 
agreed to by the Senate of February 4, 
1977, calls for establishment of a sys-
tem for a computerized schedule of all 
meetings and hearings of Senate com-
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit-
tees, and committees of conference. 
This title requires all such committees 
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest—designated by the Rules Com-
mittee—of the time, place and purpose 
of the meetings, when scheduled and 

any cancellations or changes in the 
meetings as they occur. 

As an additional procedure along 
with the computerization of this infor-
mation, the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest will prepare this information for 
printing in the Extensions of Remarks 
section of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD 
on Monday and Wednesday of each 
week. 

Meetings scheduled for Thursday, 
January 7, 2016 may be found in the 
Daily Digest of today’s RECORD. 

MEETINGS SCHEDULED 
JANUARY 12 

10 a.m. 
Committee on Armed Services 

To hold hearings to examine defense 
health care reform. 

SD–G50 

Committee on Health, Education, Labor, 
and Pensions 

Business meeting to consider the nomi-
nation of Robert McKinnon Califf, of 
South Carolina, to be Commissioner of 
Food and Drugs, Department of Health 
and Human Services. 

SD–430 

JANUARY 20 

2:30 p.m. 
Committee on Armed Services 
Subcommittee on Readiness and Manage-

ment Support 
To hold an oversight hearing to examine 

Task Force for Business and Stability 
Operations projects in Afghanistan. 

SR–232A 
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